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Dear John

In this month of July, when we reflect on how small acts of faith can grow into life-giving
change through NAIDOC Week, we are reminded of the parable of the mustard seed.

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;
it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

In this month’s advocacy update, we share how Uniting communities are putting faith
into action, trusting that even the small steps can grow into something that shelters and

sustains many.

Keep on reading to learn the small steps you can take too!

Take Action on Drug Diversion in NSW

Right now, this is a moment where action matters. We are in a live window where
decisions are being made about the future of diversion in NSW.



The NSW Government has committed to reviewing the Early Drug Diversion Initiative.
That means there is an opportunity right now to shape what comes next- but that
opportunity will not stay open forever. As we get closer to the inevitable election, the
window for reforms start to shut.

That is why we are asking you to take action today.

We need the Police Minister to hear clearly that the community expects a diversion
scheme that works- one that moves people away from punishment and towards support.

Writing to the Minister may feel like a small step, but in moments like this, visible public
pressure matters. It shows that people are paying attention. It shows that this issue has
support beyond the usual suspects. And it helps make reform harder to delay, water

down, or ignore 1 email, to politicians, represents 10 people who care about the issue.

Please don’t leave it for later. Before you close this email, take two minutes to send a
message. Then share it with your colleagues, your networks, and anyone who believes
NSW can do better.

Write to the Police Minister!

Climate Activation- September

This September the Uniting Climate team will be supporting congregations around the
country to get involved in a month of action. With global climate negotiations - Pre-COP
and COP31 coming to our region from October, and Australian decisionmakers including
Climate and Energy Minister Chris Bowen set to play a key role, now is a key moment to
raise our voices for climate justice. We want to build on the strong commitment and
history of action on climate of the Uniting Church to push our political leaders to act to
address our nation’s contribution to climate change and be better neighbours to those in
our region being hit the hardest by its impacts.

If you’re interested in getting involved get in touch with the Advocacy team at
advocacy@uniting.org to receive more information, resources and our action agenda to
support you to take it to your congregation. Consider taking a proposal to get involved to
your next Church council meeting and let us know how it goes!



https://us.list-manage.com/Fh_kIes0bel?e=e424d6bb78&c2id=c0a87f8ffc069fd2ecae0bf88e9180e0
mailto:advocacy@uniting.org

International Overdose Awareness Day

The 31st of August marks International Overdose Awareness Day, where the Penington
Institute Releases its annual report, exploring overdose rates across Australia.

We are looking for regional voices to talk about how this issue is impacting their area.

Contact us, and let’s discuss how we can take action together.

25 Years of The Medically Supervised Injecting
Centre

This year marks 25 years of continuous
service of the medically supervised
injecting centre in Kings Cross- the first
of its kind in the southern hemisphere,
and the only one in NSW to this day.

We have just released our video from
the event. Watch the recap here!

Drug Law Reform Webinar

This month, we held a webinar on the Support Don’t Punish

current decriminalisation policies in WEBINAR

NSW and the ACT, with leaders from the : > shgR v, oo
) Discussing Decriminalisation and
sector and community. Diversion in NSW and the ACT

Interested in learning more about drug
laws?
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Watch the video on youtube!



mailto:mprout@uniting.org?subject=Overdose%20Awareness%20Day&body=Hi%20Mikayla%2C
https://us.list-manage.com/tCmPDBjH1cC?e=e424d6bb78&c2id=c0a87f8ffc069fd2ecae0bf88e9180e0
https://us.list-manage.com/ZMjg2FrRSZA?e=e424d6bb78&c2id=c0a87f8ffc069fd2ecae0bf88e9180e0

Extreme Weather Impacts Report Launch

Last month we launched our Uniting network’s Extreme Weather Impacts Report. Over
800 frontline staff from across our network took the time to tell us what they've been
experiencing, and the report documents how heatwaves, floods, fires and storms are
impacting our people - both Uniting staff and those whom our organisation works to
support. We know those being hit the hardest are those with the least ability to cope with
them.

The Advocacy Team took it directly to decision makers in Canberra, talked to the
media and met with 20 of our political leaders in Parliament House. We hope to leverage
the report to make sure our frontline staff are seen, heard and supported and had an
online launch to share the key findings of the report across our communities.

Take a look at the full report

Annesley Visit
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Members of the Uniting Advocacy Team visited the residents at Annesley
Residential Aged Care as speakers at a conversation circle with the residents
regularly coordinated by Pastoral Practitioner Michael Ramadaima. It was an
excellent chance to see the service in action and speak directly to the residents - we
had great discussions and heard a lot of passion and interest in taking action. With
the service having a specific focus on supporting people living with a mental illness
or with experience of homelessness, it was also a chance to reflect on the ways
climate change and its impacts are threat multipliers for other forms of injustice in
our society and the importance and value of lived experience stories in pushing for
change.

Hellos and Goodbyes

Since we last spoke, we have farewelled our beloved Media Manager, Andrew. He is
missed, but he’s not far- and is now working alongside our team at Fair Treatment in a
partner organisation.

Finally, we have welcomed a new team member, Michael! Michael is joining us in
Advocacy to work on the climate campaign, and you may have already seen him if you
receive UCAN emails. Make him feel welcome!

Please support our social justice
advocacy - see the links below!

Thanka ac alwave far vniir nnaninn
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efforts and support!
In active hope,
Uniting Advocacy team

Share Events and Ideas Stay in Touch

Are there local social justice or Sign up to receive our monthly SJ
environmental activities you are involved eNews and action alerts and please
in that we should know about? Email us share our eNews with others.

Find out about our other Campaigns!
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