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Welcome to Berry Uniting Church.                                       
We trust you feel at home with us as we 

worship together. We invite everyone to stay  

for tea/coffee and something to eat in the 

church hall after the service.  
 

      Church web site:  www.berryuniting.org  

Email: berryuniting@gmail.com 

77 Albert Street (PO Box 103) 

Berry NSW 2535 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CCHHUURRCCHH  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  NNEEWWSS:: 1. Andrew has been in contact with the Chairperson of the Omar mosque in 

Wollongong and suggested some dates for a proposed visit. 2. Church Council has approved the Berry Uniting 

Church Safety and Protection Policy and Leaders Code of Conduct and resolved that they be handed out to the 

congregation on the 18th August for review and comment.  The documents will be included on the Agenda for 

the next Congregation meeting. 3. The pew which was recently removed from the church and which is surplus 

to requirements will be donated to the Men’s Shed for refurbishment and sale at the Men’s Shed Garage Sale.  

The proceeds are to go to the Scholarships Fund. 4. Work will commence soon to improve the drainage on 

both sides of Main Hall so that when we have rain deluges we won’t have rivers and lakes on the footpaths (or 

at least smaller ones!) 5. Investigations are going to be undertaken to see if a grant can be obtained to fund 

the installation of solar panels and batteries on our property.  If this could be made to happen it would save 

about $4,000 which electricity costs us each year.                                                                                                                

BBEERRRRYY  UUNNIITTIINNGG  CCHHUURRCCHH  AANNNNUUAALL  GGEENNEERRAALL  MMEEEETTIINNGG: The AGM will be held on 15th 

September, 2019, in the Church Hall at 11:00am. If you are the leader or secretary of a group within the 

Church would you please write a report for the year and give it to Ona by 1st September, 2019. Thank you.                                                          

New Hand Rail: A big “thank you” to Tom Darby and the Men’s Shed for the new hand 

rail in front of the pulpit.  It looks great, will be of great assistance for some people and 

contribute to our church being a safer environment.  “Thank you Tom.”                                                     

CCooffffeeee  aanndd  FFrriieennddss:: We had a record crowd on 24th July at Coffee and Friends. There were 60 people there 

to listen to Mary Cunnane, recounting the story of her life as a literary agent and editor.                                        

Next month on 28th August, our speaker will be Mike Leggett. He will speak about a citizen science project he 

is working on, where everyone is encouraged to photograph wildlife in their area and upload it to the Internet 

where it will be available for anyone to view and scientists to study.                                                                             

Prayer Requests: The members of the Saturday morning prayer group are willing to pray for specific items 

requested by members of the congregation and others.  Please feel free to send prayer requests to Fay Atkins, Marion 

Shopland, Maree Watson, Andrew Watts, David Millikan or John Brentnall. 

                                                                           

http://www.berryuniting.org/
mailto:berryuniting@gmail.com


Wesley Hall: Just letting you know that U3A has hired Wesley Hall for OOppeerraa  IInn  BBeerrrryy..  

On Wednesday 14th and 28th August, from 1pm-3pm in Wesley Hall, Dr Vincenzo Cincotta 

presents a film of the production of Verdi’s opera, A Masked Ball. He will discuss the opera 

and provide extra information. The cost is $11.  

 

 

Church Property Matters: please contact Stuart Horsman                                                                                            

CHURCH AND HALLS BOOKINGS: N.B. please contact Janet Brentnall.                                                                    

Songs in the Afternoon 

supporting SECET  

 

2:00pm Sunday,        

8th September                          

Berry Uniting Church 

Janet Morris                       

Ona Boyd-Frazier     

Grant Davidson                       

David Foley.                            

Songs, Arias, Duets 

and Trios.                         

Tickets: $25 includes 

Afternoon Tea. 

  

 
 

 

August Preachers 
4th Kath Merrifield 

11th Meredith Yabsley 
18th David Millikan 
25th Marion Haigh 

Songs in the Afternoon 

 

 
August Birthdays 

1st Heather Fealy 
11th Alan Kellett   
18th Ewan Fahl                    
21st Barry Wilson             
29th Margaret Francis 

  



CHURCH BULLETIN: Please let Ona Frazier know of any items that need to be in the Church Bulletin. 

Either send them to her by email Ona.Frazier@gmail.com or by phone: 4423 2802 or 0400 890 839 or write a 

note and give it to her by the last Thursday in the month.  

 

 Minister’s Leave – Rev. Andrew Watts 

Andrew is on leave until 2nd September and having a lovely time in Singapore, Norway 

and other places.  While Andrew is away, please let Erica, John or Marion know about 

any pastoral concerns. 

Andrew’s Phone:  0400 059 191  Email: andrewwatts@westnet.com.au  

LLIIBBRRAARRYY  OOPPEENNIINNGG  HHOOUURRSS  &&  EEVVEENNTTSS        22001199                                                                                                                                                                                            

Monday & Wednesday 1 – 4pm Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am 

– 1pm Friendship Room.                                                                                                            

BBeerrrryy  CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLiibbrraarryy::  We have had requests from some 

people in the community to set up a Scrabble or general 

games time. Our thinking is that, maybe once a fortnight, on 

a Friday morning when the Library is open, we could set up 

some tables and make the space available in the hall to those 

who would like to participate in a variety of games eg. 

Scrabble, Chess, 500, Canasta etc. We could set up the urn 

and some tea and coffee and see what the response is. If you 

would be interested, please let me know. Thank you, Janet.                                                                                                                            

    

 

GOLD COIN 

DONATION 

Sunday Morning Teas 

goes towards                                          

young people in 

conjunction with the 

Men’s Shed. 

Meditation and Reflection Day 

“What is best is what is not said” 

When: Saturday 7th September, 2019, 9.30am for 10.00am start; 3.30pm finish.  Where: Kiama 

Uniting Church, Cnr Bong Bong and Manning Streets Kiama. Cost: Donation as able; $15-$20 

suggested.  BYO Lunch. Tea coffee and morning tea provided. Michael Whelan SM will lead 

participants into the thought and spirit of the great 20th century mystic and prophet, Thomas 

Merton.  Michael has spent years "getting to know" Merton.  A bookstall will be available.  RSVP 

Michele Broad 0400324708/ michele.broad@outlook.com                                                                                                                                          

“Ruminations” 

“Ruminations” is the journal of “Saltbush – Uniting the Scattered Community,” the 

Rural Ministry Unit of the NSW/Act Synod.  We receive one printed copy of 

“Ruminations” three times a year which is available to all members to read.  Please 

ask John Brentnall for the current copy.  However, you may now read or download 

“Ruminations” from the “Saltbush” web site.  The link is: https://issuu.com/saltbush-

ruminations.  The theme for the current edition is “Community.”   

SSyynnoodd  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddiieess  

In Andrew’s absence, people wanting printed copies of the Synod Bible Studies may get them from 

John Brentnall.  Some people may prefer to listen and watch them being delivered and may find 

them at the following web addresses: https://vimeo.com/347680991     https://vimeo.com/347681141   

https://vimeo.com/348278044 

mailto:Ona.Frazier@gmail.com
mailto:andrewwatts@westnet.com.au
mailto:michele.broad@outlook.com
https://issuu.com/saltbush-ruminations
https://issuu.com/saltbush-ruminations
https://vimeo.com/347680991
https://vimeo.com/347681141
https://vimeo.com/348278044


 

 Rosters for August:  Mowing: Check with Ross McKinnon  &  John Brentnall 
 

Date Greeters Bible 
Reader 

Prayer Duty 
Leader 

Morning 
Tea 

Commun-
ion 

Cleaning 

4th            Margaret 
B & Pam 

Peter W Heather John B Ona John  

11th             Virginia & 

Erica 

Hedley Ona 
 

Erica Shona  
 

Gordon & 
Virginia 

18th   Maree & 

Sandra 

Chris H John B Marion Janet    

25th           Gordon & 
Virginia 

Christa Ona Julie Ona  Janet 

1st  
September 

 

Pam & 
Margaret 

B 

John 
Ballinger 

John B John B Barbara 
& Lawrie 

Marion  

  

RREEGGUULLAARR  CCHHUURRCCHH  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  

 Church Prayer Group: Meets each Saturday at 8 am. Contact : Fay Atkins 4464 1426 

 Social Craft Group: Meets on the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month at 9.30 am. Contact: Christa 

Leahmann 0418441105 

 Berry Men’s Shed: is open each week on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9.30 am. Contact: Sandra 

Escott 4464 1495 

 Berry Computers for Seniors: Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday. Contact: Maree Watson on 0407 803 

819.  

 The Berry Apple Users Group: Meets 2nd Tuesday at 7:00pm Contact Kevin Watson 4448 6267 

 

 Church Council: Meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday at 1:30 pm in the Friendship Room.  Contact: 

John Brentnall 

 Friday Morning Bible Study: (10:00am 1st& 3rd) Contacts: Roy and Ona Frazier 0400890839 

Presently in recess. 

 Conversations and Coffee: 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:00am. Contacts: Janet Brentnall, 

Shona Gibson and Julie Watts. 

 Berry Community Garden 

““MMaakkeess  YYoouu  WWoonnddeerr”” Introduction Workshop                                                         

on 17th  August at Kiama Uniting Church 

Makes You Wonder helps people to find their own voice for their own faith in their own situation.  It does 

so through authentic friendship, prayer, respect and caring. MYW exercises: truly, slowly, strongly 

empower people.  It is a unique, international resource, on faith-sharing. MYW takes you beyond an 

awareness for the need of a fresh, culturally relevant way of faith-sharing.  It takes you there.                                            

Come along and be encouraged for yourself and for those you encounter.                                                                  

Following this introduction, there are  small-group booklets available for church groups , ‘Purple Cow                              

 



Workshops’ or, for secular groups,  ‘Wonder Workshops’ at  http://makesyouwonder.org/  

9.30 Registration for 10:00am; Where: Kiama Uniting Church, Cnr Bong Bong and   Manning Streets 

Kiama; BYO Lunch; tea/coffee and morning tea supplied.                                                                                                            

RSVP : Michele Broad  michele.broad@outlook.com    Mob: 0400324708                                                                                 

NB: church is a short walk from the Kiama railway station. 

JJAAMMBBEERROOOO  LLAAYY  CCAARRMMEELLIITTEESS  IINNVVIITTEE  YYOOUU  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthheemm  ffoorr                                                                                                                          

AA  DDAAYY  OOFF  RREEFFLLEECCTTIIOONN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

TTHHEE  DDIIVVIINNEE  DDAANNCCEE  ……  WWhhoo  iiss  LLeeaaddiinngg??    
from 9.00—3.30 pm At St Matthew’s Church, Jamberoo 

About the facilitator: Dr Leoni Degenhardt has both a practitioner and a theoretical background in 
educational leadership, and adult learning. Her Masters degree in Religious Education gave her an abiding 

interest in theology, scripture and spirituality.                                                                                                                             
She is now semi-retired and lives with her husband in Gerroa. 

Light Lunch Provided—Donation $20 per person 
RSVP: Mary Clarke: ph. 4232 2970 

Email: Christine Wade: chris.chris7@southernphone.com.au   
This day will provide the opportunity for reflection, discussion and companionship. Together we will probe 
areas around cur-rent realities, self-awareness, and emerging roles for both individuals and for the Church 

in the world. These questions will provide the framework for the day: 
What is the current reality of our world and the Church? 

Where is God in this? 
Where do we fit in it all? 

What can we do? 
Pope Francis speaks of a ‘civilisation of love’. As well as the little everyday acts of love we do for each 

other, ‘social love moves us to devise larger strategies to halt environmental degradation and to 

encourage a culture of care which permeates society. 

1100  RReeaassoonnss  YYoouu  CCaann  TTrruusstt  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  JOHN DICKSON | 1ST MARCH, 2017.                                        
.John Dickson is Founding Director of the Centre for Public Christianity and Honorary Fellow of the 

Department of Ancient History at Macquarie University. 

There is so much scepticism about the Bible today and about Jesus, in particular, it’s difficult not to feel 

alarmed. The drip-drip nature of the challenges means that, just like constant, low-level criticism in 

relationships, many of us over time feel deflated, insecure and frightened to open our mouth. But the 

anxiety is psychological more than intellectual.                                                                                                                                     

Our sacred texts, and especially those surrounding Jesus, pass the test of history with flying colours. 

Frankly, I don’t think we need to know any of what follows in order to be a fulfilled and confident 

Christian. The word of God stands all on its own. But since so many of today’s criticisms of Christianity are 

historical in nature, it seems reasonable to me to offer these 

ten reasons not to panic about Bible scepticism.                                                                                                                                

11..  WWee  sshhoouulldd  eexxppeecctt  hhiissttoorriiccaall  qquueessttiioonnss  bbeeccaauussee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iiss  hhiissttoorriiccaall. 

The Bible’s New Testament is different from the Scriptures of other world religions.The Koran claims to be 

a direct revelation from God, entirely devoid of historical markers and claims. The Hindu Vedas and 

Upanishads, and the Buddhist Tripitaka are the same. One can believe these writings but there is no way 

to verify their contents. 

http://makesyouwonder.org/
mailto:michele.broad@outlook.com
mailto:chris.chris7@southernphone.com.au
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/people/john-dickson/


That makes being a Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist quite “safe” because their sacred books are immune to 

historical criticism. But it also means onlookers have no way to “test” the core content of these faiths.                                                                                                                                                  

The Bible is different. The heart of Christian faith is a series of events recorded in a collection of histories 

and letters, gathered together in the Bible. As soon as you say, “This man Jesus said …  and did …” you are 

making claims about history.                                                                                                                                                                    

It is only to be expected, then, that others would ask, “How do you know that happened?” We should take 

questions that zero in on history as a kind of compliment and a sign that our questioners understand the 

nature of our claims.                                                                                                                                                                              

22..  TThhee  ggoossppeellss  aarree  nnooww  wwiiddeellyy  rreeccooggnniisseedd  bbyy  sseeccuullaarr  eexxppeerrttss  aass  hhiissttoorriiccaall  

bbiiooggrraapphhiieess..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

There was a time when people read the gospel accounts as “myth.” The great German scholar David 

Friedrich Strauss (1808-1874) argued that the narratives of Jesus were never intended to be read as history 

but were only meant as poetical and metaphorical accounts of the spiritual and moral life. Jesus didn’t 

actually give sight to the blind, for example; such stories were really only about the religious “insight” we 

gain when we listen to the wisdom of Christ.                                                                                                                                                                 

This view may persist in the popular mind, but it has disappeared from scholarship. Between the 1970s 

and ’90s, a consensus emerged among experts that the gospels have to be read as “biographies” of a real 

individual. They share many similarities – in length, structure, design and content – with the 20-30 other 

biographies from the period. So they have to be read as real-world accounts of the sayings and deeds of a 

first-century individual.                                                                                                                                                                     

33..  TThhee  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt  ccoonnttaaiinnss  aa  ““ccoolllleeccttiioonn””  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  eevviiddeennccee                                                        

aabboouutt  JJeessuuss..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The New Testament seems like one book today. It has its own ISBN, after all! But, originally, many of these 

texts were written independently of each other.                                                                                                                              

The Gospel of Mark was written without a knowledge of what was in the letters of Paul. Paul himself wrote 

without any knowledge of the Gospel of Mark. James wrote his letter without possessing copies of Mark or 

Paul’s epistles. Here, then, are three separate sources, only later (in the second century) brought into a 

single volume called the New Testament. There are even sources within individual gospels, according to 

most secular experts today. Luke in his opening line tells us, “Many have undertaken to draw up an 

account of the things that have been fulfilled among us.” Today, scholars reckon they can detect at least 

three separate sources in his gospel. Overall, then, there are between five and seven sources in the New 

Testament which haven’t been simply copied from each other. The point of the observation – from the 

historical point of view – is that this fulfils one of the most important “tests” that contemporary historians 

apply when trying to work out what happened in the past: Do we have more than one source testifying to 

the event? In the case of Jesus, we have between five and seven different sources saying roughly the same 

thing about him. That puts the broad outline of Jesus’ life beyond reasonable doubt for most specialists 

working today.   (Next Month we will read a couple more sections from this article.)                                                                                                                                                                                                           

““IIff  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  lliikkee  iinn  tthhee  ggoossppeellss,,  aanndd  rreejjeecctt  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ddoonn''tt  lliikkee,,                                                                                          

iitt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ggoossppeell  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee,,  bbuutt  yyoouurrsseellff..””  ––  SStt  AAuugguussttiinnee..  

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/saintaugus148529.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/saintaugus148529.html


 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   



 

 

 


