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A Census Night Devotion 
 Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go 

on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds.  And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 

up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, 

he was there alone,  but by this time the boat, battered by 

the waves, was far from the land,] for the wind was 

against them. And early in the morning he came walking 

toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 

ghost!” And they cried out in fear.  But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” 
 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter 

got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and 

came toward Jesus.  But when he noticed the strong 

wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he 

cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of 

little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased.  And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”(Matt. 14: 

22-33) 

The Gospel has traditionally described Jesus 

walking across water, Peter joining him, taking his 

eyes from Jesus and sinking. Basically it was about 

Peter’s actions and his lack of faith, in Jesus’ words 

‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 

Are these the questions we ask? 

What does faith look like when we are being 

battered by storms? What does God hope for from 

us when we are under the pump and on the verge 

of panic? When our little boat is struggling and we 

are worried that the ship might go down, what are 

the signs of real faith? 

Or should we emulate Peter’s initial stepping out in 

faith and avoid his lack of focus and failure?  

Over the centuries this treasure from the Gospel 

has also been seen as a picture of the Christian 

church with the ‘boat’ itself representing the ‘Ship 

of the Church’ with Christ and Peter in the scene. 

The disciples are not simply twelve individual 

fishermen [with varying degrees of faith, trust & 

courage] crossing the turbulent Sea of Galilee. But 

rather Christ's people as a collective, being carried 

through the storms of life. 

On a night when we are to be counted it is relevant 

for us to count ourselves as part of the Christian 

Church – there are plenty of storms, the census data 

tells there are fewer Christians than ever before in 

our counted(census) history– we’re all in the boat. 

Stand up and be counted. With increasing 

opposition to SRE in schools it is important for us 

to stand up and be a voice for Jesus in the school 

communities. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Because the priority has been financial issues and 

transfer of these to H&R Block, the Curriculum 

Review has remained on hold. 

Chat-a-Box resources continue to be produced. 

Deputation visits to churches and increased 

involvement with more local churches is a priority 

for coming days. 

  Catherine Cochrane 

     Chairperson 

 

Prayer Points from the Management Committee 

Praise God for:  

The successful changeover of accountancy and 

bookkeeping to H&R Block has been successful. 

Extra time has been taken to get it right.  

The almost exponential increase of the Vincentia 

Chips and Chat attendances (70 last week). 

The Topics for Chips and Chat are being 

catalogued for future publication. 

Planning for Staff Development Day in progress 

18 December 2026. 

That we still have the mandate to have SRE in 

public schools. 

 

Please pray for: 

Time to complete editing of Curricuum. 

Narelle’s granddaughter Bree’s recovery from 

major surgery. 

Melissa’s brother’s return to good health 

Students to learn of Jesus and staff to continue to 

interact with students, understanding their needs, 

personal interactions amid Education Department 

restrictions. 

 

 

 



PRAYER SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

BOMADERRY/NOWRA HS prayer group - 

alternate Thursdays (during term), 4pm,  

12 Cocos Palm Drive, Bomaderry. 

VINCENTIA HS prayer group - alternate Fridays 

(during term), 10am, Jervis Bay Baptist Church. 

 

 

 

Points from the Teachers 
 

Bomaderry High & Nowra High:   

Andrew Perry 

Bomaderry High 

Points for praise and prayer: 

The Year 7 Chips and Chat group 

is growing, especially Tayla's 

group of girls. Please pray that 

more boys would start coming 

along and that these students would begin coming 

along to the year 7 Scripture class. 

We now have the opportunity to start another 

table at the main Chips and Chat group, (presently 

we have 3), as 2 Year 10 boys who came along as 

participants have volunteered to run a table. Pray 

that God will use the faithfulness of these boys to 

help their fellow students grow in their 

understanding of God. 

They year 8 Scripture class continues to grow in 

number as students invite their friends to come 

along. Pray that they will have hearts that are 

responsive to the gospel. 

The year 9/10 Scripture class is faithfully attended 

by 8 students, pray that God will open the 

students’ hearts so they can hear God speaking to 

them through what is discussed in our class. 

Pray for more students to want to come along to 

our support class. Currently there are 2 students 

with only one regularly attending. Fortunately she 

always comes with a teacher’s aide. Pray for the 

teacher’s aides that come that somehow God 

would speak to them also. 

 

Nowra High 

Our main Chips and Chat continues to run well. 

When all volunteers are able to come in we have 6 

tables of students, (sometimes we need to turn 

students away as all groups are full). Please pray 

that God will be able to use those half hour 

sessions of small group discussion to draw 

students to himself. 

We have 2 tables at our Year 7 Chips and Chat. 

Some of the students who come have also started 

to come along to the Scripture class. Please pray 

that God will be working in those students, 

helping them to understand the value of what is 

discussed. 

The Year 8. 9 and 10 classes are small classes with 

around 7 or 8 students coming regularly. Please 

pray for growth in the numbers of those classes. 

Please also pray that those who come regularly 

will be grow in their understanding and faith in 

God. 

The Year 7 class is well attended. Pray that those 

who come will develop a real hunger to know 

God. 

Pray for the support class I teach. Last lesson one 

of my students was honest enough to admit that 

he didn't want Christianity to be true because he 

didn't want someone else directing his life. Pray 

for that student that he will see God’s love for him 

more clearly. 

Pray for those 3 students who regularly attend our 

weekly Bible study. Pray that they will be able to 

make connections with local churches so that 

when they eventually do leave school they have 

the support they need to continue in their faith. 

 

Tayla Smith.  

Praise God for: 

Year 7 Scripture at Bomaderry 

High is going well. However, 

numbers have been inconsistent 

with some weeks only having 

one student show up, some 

weeks having 8-10 students. We’ve also struggled 

to find a free classroom at times.  

Chips and Chat is going well at Bomaderry High 

with students coming consistently and bringing 

their friends along. Year 7 Chips and Chat at 

Nowra High is also going well with students 

coming consistently.  

Please pray for: 

More students to come to Scripture class 

consistently and for easy access to classrooms. 

Fewer distractions and more engagement from the 

students at Chips and Chat. 
 



Vincentia High:  

Debra Evelyn 

 Praise God for:  

So much answered prayer for 

Chips & Chat at Vincentia High! 

Breaking records in attendance 

with over 50 students some 

weeks – and last week 70! 

The faithfulness of our volunteers and their 

building of good relationships with kids and staff. 

The faithful prayer supporters of THREE16, and 

those who meet at Jervis Bay Baptist and Jervis 

Bay Anglican prayer group. 

The Three 16 Committee members and their 

dedication. 

Continued opportunities to serve at Brekky Club 

and help supply bread. 

The two Christian Chaplains at VHS – Hannah & 

Eli. 

That we have been able to support the Chaplains 

with donated items to make the Wellness Centre a 

welcoming refuge for students. 

Please pray for: 

The Lord to continue to grow Chips & Chat at 

Vincentia High, and our tables will spread across 

the entire back area of the school. 

The students to be engaged with the topics, focus 

on God’s word, and enjoy the discussions. 

The young people who come to have a growing 

hunger and thirst for Jesus. 

More students to take home a gospel or youth 

study Bible. 

Students to open gospels or youth Bibles we’ve 

shared, their own Bibles, or search online Bibles. 

The Holy Spirit to guide our interactions with the 

students, and develop supportive relationships. 

God’s support for the Chaplains. Guard their 

hearts and give them wisdom as they deal with 

tough issues.  Bless them, their spouses and 

families. 
 

Shoalhaven High:   

Narelle Lancaster 

Praise God for: 

My granddaughter’s open-heart 

surgery was successful. 

I have a new helper volunteer 

from Shoalhaven high staff. 

Twelve Bibles have been taken home. 

 

 

Please pray for: 

Michael Davey (usual helper) to remain safe as he 

rides around Australia to raise money for mental 

health. 

The Scripture group to remain as keen as they 

have been the last couple of weeks. 

The Chips and Chat group to continue to be stable 

with seniors leading. 

 

 

COMING UP 
 

12 SEPTEMBER 2026 8:00 – 9:30 am 

Prayer Breakfast at St Peter’s Anglican Church 

Shoalhaven Heads. 
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