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Advent is a time of looking forward, forward to 
Christmas, the long promised and long-awaited 
coming of the Messiah, Jesus our Saviour, Prince 
of Peace, God with us. On each of the four 
Sundays in Advent the theme follows that 
expectation. On the first Sunday the theme is 
“hope”. Most Aussies think Christmas is the most 
important date in the Christian calendar.  
But it’s not. Without Easter, Christmas is 
meaningless. The substance of our hope lies in the 
cross and the empty tomb … if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are 
lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are 
of all people most to be pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead… (1 Cor. 15:17-20). And 
that hope is proclaimed every time we meet for 
communion. Whenever we eat the bread and 
drink the cup, we show forth the Lord’s death 
until he comes. Until he comes back to bring all to 
glorious fulfilment, in the second Advent. 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
The Management Committee met 11 times in 2025 
with Geoff Wainwright away on leave. We 
organised a Staff Professional Development Day 
in December 2024 and Retreat in January 2025. 
   In March an SRE teachers’ Commissioning 
service was held at Nowra Baptist Church. 
   Ongoing issues continue developing Chips and 
Chat topics with a view to collating, editing and 
final publication. The numbers attending have 
grown remarkably, especially at Vincentia High – 
but there are no existing SRE classes being taught. 
Debra Evelyn, the School Pastoral Worker has 
been inspirational and instrumental in organising 
an extensive team of volunteers for this ministry. 
   SRE classes have continued at Bomaderry and 
Nowra High under Andrew Perry’s leadership 
with Tayla Smith joining us during the year as 
Assistant Pastoral Worker, forming a positive 
working relationship at these 2 schools with the 
Chips and Chat programs. Tayla has completed 
SRE training and already taught one class while 
Andrew was visiting a Year 6 class in one of the 
feeder schools to Bomaderry and Nowra Highs. 
Nowra High follows the preferred option of 

timetabling the SRE classes but only for the second 
half of a timetabled lesson. Bomaderry High has 
found an extended roll call slot for the SRE classes. 
Not an optimum arrangement. 
   Narelle Lancaster continues at Shoalhaven High 
with one SRE class and the Chips and Chat 
program with Support Unit students.  
   One Provider created intense challenges to re-
edit the Bible Explored Curriculum and reformat  
lesson plans by mid Term 4. New THREE16 
Shoalhaven supporter Melissa Blackwell helped 
with Year 10 and some of Year 9’s lesson plans. 
Narelle has also been valuable, intensively editing 
the Bible Explored Curriculum. Narelle was forced 
to be out of the classroom for terms 3 and part of 
term 4 because of a workplace injury at her other 
employment. She was not able to be at school 
during that time BUT we used her brains and 
teaching skills to edit lots of the Curriculum and 
re-format lesson plans and continued to pay her 
part of her normal wage.  
   Laurie Scarcella relieved for some of that time 
then Cathie Cochrane covered some of the classes. 
Laurie also replaced Debra Evelyn from May to 
July when she took leave without pay, and took 
Andrew Perry’s classes in September during 
Andrew’s extended leave. 
   The THREE16 website has been managed and 
updated by Leanne Windsor since the beginning 
of the year. The Scope and Sequence was updated. 
   Budget is committed for development of Chips 
and Chat topics publication. We are in a stable 
financial position and supported the leaders and 
local students who attended the SU Zookeepers’ 
camp at the Nowra Zoo in October. 
   Sadly we said farewell to those saints Alex Irvine 
and Michele Browne – Alex did some teaching in 
the early years of SECET and was a reliable 
member of the Teacher Support and Compliance 
Committee as well as representing Shoalhaven 
Presbyterian Church at this meeting; Michele had 
taught primary SRE and also made a very 
valuable contribution to THREE16 Shoalhaven’s 
submission to the Federal Government’s 
Productivity Commission. 
   Pam James, one of the Shoalhaven Central UC 
Representatives is having palliative care at home. 
She has been a wonderful supporter, reliable and 
challenging (to us) Representative and Prayer 
warrior for THREE16 Shoalhaven’s mission into 



the High Schools. She has just celebrated 70 years 
since committing her life to Jesus. 
Prayer Breakfasts held in 2025: April South Coast 
Life Church; June St Stephen’s Bomaderry; August 
Shoalhaven Central Uniting; October Jervis Bay 
Baptist. 
   Thanks to John Cheek for chairing MC June in 
my absence and coordinating the Praise and 
Prayer bulletins; Laura Fenwick who zoomed in to 
the ICCOREIS meeting in my absence in October; 
All Saints Anglican Church for venue for regular 
Reps and Supporters meetings; Shoalhaven 
Central UC for Management meetings in the 
Wesley Centre; my 13 year old grandson Hayden 
for computer skills with re-formatting of lessons; 
and my son Tim for photo chosen by MC popular 
vote for the new Correspondence card. 
   Blessings to all as we continue the Advent 
journey to the celebration of Emmanuel -God with 
Us- Jesus Christ , our Saviour and Lord. 

  Catherine Cochrane 
     Chairperson 

Prayer Points from the Management Committee 
Praise God for:  
All the supporters who have sustained the work in 
so many ways over the years. 
Narelle’s work editing and formatting the 
curriculum and for her healing and return to 
school.  
Melissa Blackwell and her work on the curriculum. 
All the volunteers and supporters who contribute 
to the ministry in so many ways. 
Please pray for: 
Students to grasp the true meaning of Christmas, 
the gospel, and the Christian hope. 
Parents of Year 7 students to opt in to SRE when 
they fill in the online enrolment form. 
The review and revision of the Years 7-10 Bible 
Explored curriculum to be acceptable to the 
Providers. 
The staff development day at the end of the year 
and the staff retreat on 29 January 2026 to provide 
fresh input and spiritual refreshment for the 2026 
school year ahead. 
Rest and refreshment for all the staff over the long 
summer holidays and for them to return renewed 
in 2026. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
BOMADERRY/NOWRA HS prayer group - 
alternate Thursdays (during term), 4pm,  
12 Cocos Palm Drive, Bomaderry. 
VINCENTIA HS prayer group - alternate 
Fridays (during term), 10am, Jervis Bay 
Baptist Church. 
 
Points from the Teachers 
 

Bomaderry High & Nowra High:   
Andrew Perry 
Bomaderry High 
Praise God for: 
Growth in the number of boys 
coming into the Year 7 Scripture 
class this year, and 18 Year 7’s 
enrolled for Scripture next year so 
far. 
Good numbers of Year 9 girls coming into our 
Chips and Chat group at lunchtime  
Please Pray for 
God’s help communicating the gospel to the small 
Support class I have 
Growth in the Year 8,9,10 class as it seems to be 
getting smaller each week 
Good numbers of students signing up for Year 7 
Scripture next year 
 
Nowra High 
Praise God for: 
Good numbers of kids coming to our mainstream 
Chips and Chat program at lunchtime including 
two full tables of senior kids 
Growth in the number of boys coming along to the 
Year 8 Scripture class 
28 students enrolled in the Year 7 Scripture class 
for next year 
Please pray for: 
Year 10 students finishing their high school 
Scripture class, pray that they might continue to 
have opportunities to learn more about God 
 
General 
Praise God for: 
Tayla, (newest staff member) who is doing a 
fantastic job in our various lunchtime 
groups in both schools, particularly with the girls. 
Opportunities to visit primary schools and talk to 
the Year 6 kids about Scripture in high school. 



 
Please pray for: 
Opportunities to share the gospel with staff 
members 
 
Tayla Smith.  
Praise God for: 
Students are consistently coming 
to Chips and Chat each week. 
Please pray for:  
Their hearts to soften so they can 
find Jesus for themselves  

 
Vincentia High:  
Debra Evelyn 
 Praise God for:  
All those who pray for the work 
of Three 16 and Chips and Chat 
at Vincentia High. 
The faithfulness of the 
volunteers who attend and lead discussion with 
the students. 
His generous provision and continually answered 
prayer for the program with 30 to 50 odd students 
attending weekly. 
The work of the Three 16 Management Committee 
members, and all those who support their work. 
The opportunity to provide 16 Anglicare Christmas 
hampers to  the high school,  for indigenous and 
non-indigenous families in need of care. 
 
Please pray for: 
Eli Fajardo the school chaplain.  Pray for God’s 
guidance and guardianship for him as he faces the 
tough stuff with students. Please pray for him to 
have a blessed break with his family over the 
summer, as he recovers from the term, and 
prepares for more responsibilities in 2026 with staff 
changes. 
The school community after the death of one of the 
students last month, and another ex-student from 
Sanctuary Point recently. 
The last weeks of the school term.  May the 
Christmas season emphasize the truth of the gospel 
to our students. 
Pray for peace, joy, connection, and safety for the 
students over the holidays. 
The possibility of running sessions of the Alpha 
course with students through Three 16 and 
Scripture Union NSW in 2026. 

Please pray against Satan’s schemes of despair, self-
harm, depression, anxiety and drug use amongst 
our young people. 
 
Shoalhaven High:   
Narelle Lancaster 
Praise God for: 
Wonderful to be back and see 
the students. 
Now having two groups, junior 
and senior. 
Eight students have enrolled for Year Seven 
Scripture next year. 
Please pray for: 
Two groups continue to work well. 
Teachers continue to be well to finish the year. 
(Shoalhaven and Chips and Chat ) 
Prayer for the Management Committee for all they 
do. 
The Christmas message will truly be heard. 
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