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Welcome to Berry Uniting Church. 
We trust you feel at home with us as we worship 

together.  

We invite everyone to stay for tea/coffee and 
something to eat in the church hall after the 

service. 

Church web site:  www.berryuniting.org  

Email: berryuniting@gmail.com 
Address:  77 Albert Street (PO Box 103) 

Berry NSW 2535 
 

Minister’s Musings 

At Aged Care and other Uniting services this month 
we will be marking Spiritual Care Week. The theme is 
“Inspiring Space.”  Some are thinking of it as 
Cultivating Space. When I was asked to reflect on it 
and make suggestions, my immediate response (I am 
sure a very common one) was, ‘When do I have the 
space to think about that?’ Thinking about it a bit 
more, it seemed to me that we have many spaces in 
our lives and perhaps the more important question is 
how we use those spaces and how we approach 
them. It may be more helpful to think about 
transforming existing spaces (in time and place, 
internally and externally) to have a wider, more 
holistic perspective in life. When we are doing a 
mundane task with another, what is our attitude, how 
are we relating? When we jump on our device to fill a 
‘space’ what are we using it for? Maybe a 1 minute 
mindfulness App could be handy. When we are on the 
move (within our home, up the road, or further 
afield), how do we use that space in time and place? 
When we have a silent space (time or place), does it 
need to be filled with something? Of course, at 
Uniting, our audience is people of all faiths and none 
and so the poking and prodding and inspiring is 
directed in the broad spiritual sense of leading people 
to be more aware of the world and people and 
perspectives beyond ourselves. To be more aware of 
the intangible but vital aspects to life in all its fullness. 

As members of the church we will include more overt, 
gospel centred understandings of our world in our 
responses but I think the questions remain much the 
same and can be a helpful way to think about the 
transformations required in our lives to grow as 
disciples of Jesus. Here is just a taste of some of the 
conversation starters we will use in that week (and 
ongoing): 

§ How do you make space for the things you 
care about? 

§ Where in the world have you felt most at 
peace? 

§ What do you always have space in your 
stomach for? 

§ Close your eyes. Describe where you are. 

§ Are you a mountains, plains or sea person? 
Why? 

§ If eyes are the windows to the soul, where is 
the door? 

§ When has leaving space for someone else to 
talk surprised you? 

§ What does ‘sacred space’ mean to you? 
§ What sounds take you somewhere else? 

Regards 

Andrew
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Church Council News 
*  At the first meeting for the new Council year, the 
following office bearers were elected for 2019–20: 

• Chairperson:  Erica Nielsen, 

• Secretary:  John Brentnall, 

• Treasurer:  Julie Watts, 

• Property Committee:  Stuart Horsman 
(Convener), Julie Watts, Peter Witton, John 
Brentnall; 

• Safe Church Officer:  Julie Watts; 

• Safe Church Committee:  Julie Watts, John 
Brentnall and Dorothy Horsman (subject to 
Dorothy’s acceptance.) 

• Privacy Officer:  John Brentnall. 

*  A workshop is to be held on the Ethical Ministry 
subject “Grooming.”  Rev Glenys Biddle will be invited 
to be the presenter and all members of the 
congregation will be invited. 
*  Public Fora 

A public forum will be held on the afternoon of 
Sunday 8th December, with the speakers being Teela 
May and Thomas Mayor.  Teela May (Reid) and 
Thomas Mayor are two strong emerging voices within 
the new generation of Aboriginal leaders.  They are 
generously making time to come to Berry to help 
illuminate the real heart of the “Statement from the 
Heart” and clarify its role in the current debate 
around constitutional indigenous recognition - a 
debate vitally important for all Australians.  The forum 
will address the question: “The Uluru Statement and 
Indigenous Constitutional Recognition.  Why is such 
a clear and generous 'Statement from the Heart’ so 
difficult for our leaders to hear?” 

Some form of education about the “Statement from 
the Heart” will be offered before the public forum. 
Rev Tim Costello has offered to come to Berry on the 
28th October, and that offer has been accepted. 

*  Investigations will be carried out to determine if it is 
feasible to fit a baby change table to a wall in the 
disabled toilet and if feasible, determine what the 
cost would be. 
*  Church Council approved the submission of an 
application for a Community Building Partnership 
Grant for the supply and installation of a solar 
electricity system for the church property. 

*  It was decided not to proceed with the installation 
of a Hearing Loop. 

Measures will be taken to warn people entering the 
church from the western entrance about the change 
in the floor level. 

*  Working Bees.  
Tom Darby has ordered materials for us to use to 
clean up the timber pews and we will be looking for 
willing hands to start working on this when the 
materials arrive.  It will most likely take us a few 
weeks to get all the pews done so if you can spare an 
hour or two over the next few weeks please let John 
know.  We will also be asking for help to replace the 
covers on the pew cushions. 

*  School Scholarships.  The Scholarship awardees 
from Bomaderry HS and Shoalhaven HS have visited 
the Shed in recent weeks to introduce themselves to 
the members and our congregation. 
Tom Darby and John Brentnall visited Shoalhaven 
High School on Thursday 26th September to present 
one of the two scholarships for that school.  The 
presentation was made in the “Year Twelve Final 
Assembly and Awards Presentation” in front of the 
Senior School and their parents. 

*  Community Meal 
Our end of year Community Meal will be held on 
Sunday 1st December.   

Christian Churches of Berry News 
Our most recent meeting was on 26 September. The 
following highlights are worth noting: 

§ Carols in the Park - 24 December 7-8.15pm in 
Apex Park 

§ Berry Show - 31 Jan - 1 Feb 2020. The Berry 
Christian Churches will again sponsor various 
Craft and Art sections for Open, High School 
and Junior ages on “an inspiring Christian 
Theme”. See the Berry Show website for 
further details (berryshow.org.au).  Now is the 
time to start working on pieces. 

§ It will also be our turn to host one of the 
Combined Churches lunches. This will 
probably be in September 2020.   

§ It is the Uniting Church turn to host the 2020 
World Day of Prayer on Friday 6 March. The 
focus country is Zimbabwe with the theme 
‘Rise take up your mat and walk’. Let Andrew 
know if you are aware of any potential 
Zimbabwean speakers. 
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Prayer Group 

A small number of our congregation meet most 
Saturday mornings at 8am to pray for our world, 
community and church.  New members of this group 
are most welcome.  The members of the Saturday 
morning prayer group are willing to pray for specific 
items requested by members of the congregation and 
others.  Please feel free to send prayer requests to Fay 
Atkins, Marion Shopland, Maree Watson, Andrew 
Watts, David Millikan or John Brentnall.   

Coffee and Friends 
Our advertised speaker for September was unable to 
attend due to illness and we are very grateful to Rev 
Andrew Watts for stepping in at VERY short notice. 
Andrew gave a wonderful presentation about his time 
as a Patrol Padre in the Kimberley and leading into his 
time back at Derby and Mowanjum. He reflected on 
the relationships and connections made with people 
on remote stations as well as wisdom and teachings 
from Aboriginal elders. We were also able to see the 
spectacular scenery in that part of Western Australia. 
Many thanks again, Andrew.  If you missed it the 
video is up on our YouTube channel. 

Three16 (Secet) Events Coming Up 

§ October 12th – Supporters Luncheon – 
Bomaderry Bowling Club - $35.00 per 
person (see Erica for tickets) 

§ October 19th – Kangaroo Valley Market Day – 
Contact Mary Preston 0413 432 423  

§ November 9th – A Taste of Christmas – 82 Terara 
Road, Terara  

§ November 23rd – Prayer Breakfast – 7:30 – 9:00 am 

Sale Items Needed!   
The Mens Shed sale is fast approaching and we will 
have the same area as last year in front of the servery 
for our sale items. The sale is on the first Saturday in 
November from 8am. There will be many 2nd hand 
books for sale but if you are able to help with baking, 
plants kitchenware or any other saleable goods we 
would appreciate it very much. 

Uniting Church strikes for the climate 
Members of Uniting Church congregations, Uniting, 
UnitingWorld, and NSW and ACT Synod staff 
participated in the Sydney Strike For Climate rally.  As 
many as 225,000 people were expected to participate 
in rallies around Australia.  In Sydney, an estimated 
50,000 people marched to the domain, which looked 
to be full.  Uniting Church people met for worship at 
Pitt Street Uniting Church before the rally and shared 
in communion. 

NSW and ACT Synod General Secretary Rev. Jane Fry 
closed the service in prayer.  “Take your tough-
minded love and walk together for the sake of this 
glorious, groaning creation,” she said.  “Take your 
fainting hearts and join your hands with your sisters 
and brothers who share this earth.”  “Take your 
infuriated optimism and raise your voices together so 
all may hear the cry of the earth.”   

Up to 1,000 people also attended a rally at the Hub 
forecourt in Springwood in the Blue Mountains. 
Members of the Springwood, Glenbrook, Penrith, and 
Bidwill congregations were present. Springwood 
Uniting Church hosted a prayer and poster painting 
event before the rally, in a Uniting function room. 
Rev. Leigh Gardiner was among the Uniting Church 
ministers who attended.  “It was inspiring to be at the 
Springwood Rally today, led by students but with 
participation from all ages,” Rev. Gardiner said.  “It 
was a rally that sought to inspire and encourage hope. 
Hope is such a powerful message and one that we as 
Christians should be able to extend as we serve the 
source of all hope. We were also encouraged by the 
appreciation of students and others for the church to 
be there in support.” 

Teacher Murray Ford, Emma Fineran and Will Lumsden 
(Bomaderry HS) with Dorothy & Stuart Horsman, Berry UC. 

Minister 

Rev Andrew Watts 

Phone: 0400 059 191 

Email: 
andrewwatts@westnet.com.au 

Phil Reid, Tom Darby and Shelley Riddle (Berry Mens Shed) 
with Grady O’Shea, Marshall Hancock and Teacher Misty-

Lee Wood (Shoalhaven HS.) 
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Rallies also took place in Gosford, Dubbo, and 
Canberra among other locations.  

The rallies took place three days before United 
Nations climate summit, which aimed to reach further 
consensus on climate change abatement and 
mitigation.  The climate strike movement was 
instigated by Swedish environmental activist Greta 
Thunberg, who says that climate change has made her 
anxious.  

The 2019 Synod meeting agreed to support the strike.  
In Nowra, an estimated 1,000 people took part in the 
Strike4Climate rally and march, joining roughly four 
million protestors around the world. 

#StopTheShame Anniversary 
Monday 30th September was the third anniversary for 
the Nowra based asylum seeker and refugee advocacy 
group.  During this time, a vigil has been held in 
Nowra on nearly every Friday 

morning, protesting about the 
treatment of asylum seekers and 
refugees on Manus Island and 
Nauru.  Several thousand 
signatures have been obtained on 
petitions, and hundreds of 
meaningful conversations had.  
Reactions to the group’s activities 
have ranged from praise and 
thanks to shouting and abuse.   
The group’s instigator, Rev Dr 
David Millikan, recently visited 
some asylum seekers in Port 
Moresby.   

He said “I spent much of my time, talking to the poor 
wretches in the Grandvile Motel. I saw them 
wandering around like half people...ghosts... with 
barely a spark left in them.  Many are in that hideous 
no-man's land, which is the special gift of the 
pharmaceutical industry.  Some look to me as if they 
have been broken to the point that they will never 
recover.  I found it remarkably confronting...indeed I 
feel as if I have bruised my soul; and I also will not 
recover.” 

Date Greeters Bible 
Reader Prayer Duty 

Leader Morning Tea Communion Cleaning 

6th Maree & 
Pam Hedley John Br John Br Barbara & 

Lawrie Julie  

13th Virginia & 
Sandra Lawrie Julie Barbara Janet  Janet 

20th Pam & 
Virginia Peter Ona Julie Heather   

27th Gordon & 
Virginia 

John 
Ballinger John Br  Peter Ona  Gordon & 

Virginia 

Mowing:  October:  Ross & William.  November: John Brentnall & Gordon 

Rosters for October 

#StopTheShame members on the 30th September, 
2016 – the first vigil. 
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The Fig Tree with Many Names! 

Many people asked me (Andrew) last week what the 
name of the tree was in one of my pictures on screen 
(see attached). I came home and looked it up. The 
photo came from my friends on Kachina Pastoral 
Station in the Kimberley. They called it a Stem-Fruit 
Fig tree. Upon an internet search I found that this 
plant can go by many different names: 
aththi, atti, attikka, audumbar, audumbar tree, cluster 
fig, cluster fig tree, crattock, dimbiri, dumri, 
eenghwiyu, Ficus glomerata, Ficus racemosa var. 
racemosa, Ficus racemosa var. vesca, Ficus racemosa 
var. vesca, Ficus semicostata, Ficus vesca, figwood, 
goolar fig, gular fig, guular, indian fig tree, jagna 
dimaru, jogdumur, ma-duer chumphon, ma-duer 
uthumphon, malaiyin munivan, medi pandu, 
oudumbar tree, pink fig, stem-fruit fig, stemfruit, 
sung, udumbara, umbar, etc etc etc.. 

It’s an Australian native bushtucker species widely 
distributed across Queensland, the Northern 
Territory, Western Australia, India, South East Asia 
and Malaysia. It has also been planted pretty much 
anywhere warm and botanic gardens all around the 
world have some massive specimens. 
Source:  https://fairdinkumseeds.com/products-
page/ethnobotanical-or-medicinal-plants/ficus-racemosa-cluster-
fig-goola-seeds/ 

 

The Statement From the Heart 

For those interested in further reading there is a two 
page media statement that gives a brief explanation 
of the process behind the statement. There are 
various resources available such as a discussion paper 
on five Constitutional reform options that were 
discussed and the responses submitted, the whole 
dialogue process, videos on the five options and a 
final report (183 pages) by the Referendum Council 
who were given the job of facilitating everything. All 
these are available on the Referendum Council’s 
website: https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au 
If anyone wants assistance in obtaining these to read 
then let Andrew or John know so we can help out. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Our Minister, Rev Andrew Watts 

Andrew’s Phone:  0400 059 191   

Email: andrewwatts@westnet.com.au 
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'Our activism was missing something': the man who 
lugged the Uluru Statement across Australia 

Jeff SparrowThu 3 Oct 2019 11.51 AEST 
When Thomas Mayor took the sacred canvas around 
the country, he used his union experience to unite 
disparate nations. A new book records the 
conversations he had along the way. 

‘Because I’m a unionist, I understand the power of 
collectivism’: Thomas Mayor, a Maritime Union of 
Australia official and author of Finding the Heart of 
the Nation. Photograph: Carly Earl/The Guardian 
“In a lot of ways, the book is about truth telling but 
you need a voice to be able to use the truth. Because 
the truth isn’t going to change things by 
itself. We change things – it’s about us being 
empowered to do that.” 

That’s how Thomas Mayor describes Finding the Heart 
of the Nation, a book documenting his 18-month trip 
carrying the Uluru Statement canvas throughout 
Indigenous Australia. 
By voice, he means Voice: the constitutionally 
recognised representative body for First Nations 
people proposed by the 2017 National Constitutional 
Convention, the body that emerged from the dialogue 
about constitutional recognition initiated in 2015. 

For Mayor, that representation matters above all else. 
If we didn’t have layers of representation in our 
union, we’d be a rabble, an absolute mess 

Mayor describes himself as a Torres Strait Islander 
born and raised on Larrakia land. He learned his 
politics working on the Darwin waterfront, and he 
invokes that time to explain the necessity of a First 
Nations voice for Indigenous unity. 
“Because I’m a unionist, I understand the power of 
collectivism. If we didn’t have layers of representation 
in our union, we’d be a rabble, an absolute mess. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people need 
structure and we need to make it permanent.” 

As an official of the Maritime Union of Australia 
(MUA), he’d been organising rallies against the 
closures of remote communities in Western Australia, 

as well as the treatment of youth in Don Dale. But he 
worried such actions were always shaped by others’ 
agenda. 
“I began to realise that our activism was missing 
something,” he says, “and I couldn’t put my finger on 
it straight away.” 

Invited to attend the First Nations’ dialogue on 
constitutional recognition, Thomas became convinced 
that a permanent voice to parliament, even if only 
consultative, would help break the cycle of reactive 
advocacy, allowing Indigenous people to influence 
government decisions before they were made. 
With the backing of the MUA, he set out to carry the 
Uluru Statement to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander populations throughout the nation. 

On his travels, Mayor lugged, in a taped-together 
postal cylinder, the canvas itself, an artefact that 
speaks through form as well as content. 
Anangu artists adorned the statement with 
“tjukurrpa” – an untranslatable term for creation 
stories – before the convention delegates all recorded 
their names: a deliberate echo of the Yirrkala bark 
petitions and the Barunga Statement, two of the 
many previous attempts by Indigenous people to 
negotiate with white Australia. 

In his book, Mayor records conversations with more 
than 20 community leaders including Djawa 
Yunupingu of the Gumatj clan of the Yolŋu nation; 
Darlene Mansell, a Moonbird, Pakana woman; 
Barbara Shaw of the Kaytetye, Arrernte, Warlpiri and 
Warumungu; and Sammy Wilson of the Anangu. 

He also chats about reconciliation with the American 
actor and civil rights activist Danny Glover, who cites 
James Baldwin’s argument: “People are trapped in 
history and history is trapped in them”. (Mayor jokes 
that he almost got Glover killed at a Naidoc meeting, 
with 300 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders rushing 
him for selfies.) 

 
Thomas Mayor (front left) and US actor activist Danny 
Glover (front middle) at a meeting in 2018. Photograph: 
The Guardian 

If people in Finding the Heart of the Nation represent 
particular places, the places often invoke specific 
struggles. 
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He travels, for instance, to Jimparrak, where a nine-
year strike by the Gurindji people against one of the 
largest pastoralist companies in the world inspired the 
modern land rights movement. Such was 
the significance of the Wave Hill dispute that Mayor 
argues the old cattle station “should be the most 
celebrated place in the nation”. 
Elsewhere, in a visit to the Australian Hall in Elizabeth 
Street, Sydney, he recalls the Day of Mourning staged 
by Indigenous activists on January 26 1938. 

Now a declared an “Aboriginal Heritage Site” because 
of its role in that protest, the building illustrates the 
ability of Indigenous people to reclaim even the most 
unlikely structures – much as the Uluru Statement 
seeks to do with the Australian constitution. 
The statement proposes a Makarrata Commission “to 
supervise a process of agreement-making between 
governments and First Nations and truth-telling about 
our history”. 

The Yolŋu word “Makarrata”, Mayor explains, refers 
to reconciliation after a struggle, ideally leaving the 
disputing parties with a stronger relationship than 
before. 
But that healing depends on justice – and, for Mayor, 
justice requires constitutional change to mandate a 
consultative body for Indigenous people. 

He’s aware that many battles lie ahead but thinks 
politicians, rather than the public, pose the biggest 
obstacle to real change. That’s why he urges 
supporters of the Uluru Statement to speak up. 
‘‘I want people to do any action within their capacity 
and not feel like any action is too small to do, whether 
it’s writing to a member of parliament or joining a 
group and organising something bigger. I want 
everyone to get active on this.” 
For him, it’s a cause with implications for all 
Australians. 

“I think it’s important for the climate change struggle 
too,” he muses. “I think if Indigenous people had a 
voice in decision-making a long time ago, I don’t think 
we would have been so reckless with how we treat 
the environment.” 
• Finding the Heart of the Nation by Thomas Mayor is 
out now through Hardie Grant 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2019/oct/03/our-activism-was-missing-something-
how-indigenous-australia-came-together-for-
change?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0d1YXJkaWFuVG9kYX
lBVVMtMTkxMDA1&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email
&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayAUS&CMP=GTAU_email 

Nowra Players 

The next production of Nowra Players will be "Dad's 
Army", based on the television series. Heather has 

booked seats for the Sunday 1st December matinee at 
2pm. Cost is $25.  Numbers to Heather Fealy, please, 
by 3rd November. 
Regular Church Activities 

• Church Prayer Group: Meets each Saturday at 
8 am. Contact : Fay Atkins 4464 1426 

• Social Craft Group: Meets on the 1st & 3rd 
Mondays of the month at 9.30 am. Contact: 
Christa Leahmann 0418441105 

• Berry Men’s Shed: is open each week on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9.30 am. Contact: 
Sandra Escott 4464 1495 

• Berry Computers for Seniors: Meets 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday. Contact: Maree Watson on 0407 
803 819.  

• The Berry Apple Users Group: Meets 2nd 
Tuesday at 7:00pm Contact John Brentnall 
0466 717 254 

• Church Council: Meets monthly on the 3rd 
Tuesday at 1:30 pm in the Friendship Room.  
Contact: John Brentnall 

• Friday Morning Bible Study: (10:00am 1st& 
3rd) Contacts: Roy and Ona Frazier 
0400890839  Presently in recess. 

• Coffee & Friends: 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00am. Contacts: Janet Brentnall, 
Shona Gibson and Julie Watts. 

• Berry Community Garden. Contact Laurie 
Watson, 0423 267 957 

 
 

Church Property Matters 
Contact Stuart Horsman 

 

Church and Halls Bookings 
Contact Janet Brentnall. 

 
Church Bulletin 

Please let Ona Frazier know of any items that need to 
be in the November Church Bulletin. Either send them 
to her by email Ona.Frazier@gmail.com or by phone: 
4423 2802 or 0400 890 839 or write a note and give it 
to her by the last Thursday in the month.  

October Preachers 

6th Andrew Watts 
13th Marion Haigh 

20th Andrew Watts 
27th David Millikan 
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October Birthdays 

8th  David Fahl & Barbara Maurer 

14th Carol Scherret 
18th  Bill Ingold 

19th  David Millikan 
21st  Iris Agar & Barbara Cowell 

25th  Stuart Horsman 

31st Ross McKinnon 

Aerial Photos 
Here’s a view of the church property you don’t often see!  Thanks to David Wastie, 
President of Berry Computers for Seniors, and his drone. 

October Preachers 

6th Andrew Watts 

13th Marion Haigh 

20th Andrew Watts 

27th David Millikan 


